the morning the German Minister comes to the Belgte; Foreign Office to say:                                                /   ;1
"French dirigibles have thrown bombs, cavalry has crossed the frontier, although war has not been declared."       ,,,      ;: ' "Where did these incidents take-place, Tour Excejjjjttcyf't: "In Germany, Baron."
"In that case I cannot understand why you come here 4$: night to report them in Brussels"                                   " ;>
"Thatyou may see that these acts, which are contrary fy-international law, are calculated to lead to the supposition tfa&fc other acts, contrary to international law, will be committm by France"                                                                 '
This grotesque nocturne is the last official act but ^i, of the German Minister in Brussels. An hour later $$${, Frenchman rings up the Ministry: "Moving lights 'in-$m styl Undoubtedly German dirigibles!" The Frenchman is overexcited; they are stars, but every soul that nig&| believes that they are moving. France offers arjfljpt assistance. It is declined with thanks; diplomatic assfs* tance only is asked, in order to give Germany no ipretexfc. A Wire for "intervention" is also sent to England.             V
Meanwhile the German Ultimatum has expired at 7 .%*%, Mot till .twenty-three hours later does the German Minister 4Ware that Germany "will if necessary take measures %$ jsrmtfarms" Three hours later the first German troops :^ttHs iinder the fire of Belgian gendarmes at Gemnienicli, ^t the^ same time, the German Minister receives ^ ''•$&$&.. |^iafrblai|ki:;,his sovereign, simultaneously, a Iottg4 '••VjBlg^ sfcpt' %f.: wire.' The first runs: "I have' the Honour t&'• :;il^f^:ij^^:M^m^nii^ that from to-day the Belgian Goven^-IKii^^ "l*L*~* ^^m ^Mjm:'^ Tiie:;^ii3g •wires' to, ;tfe;:
^ ^ Jbfe; tty@:;;|s -^^^^^1^*:^ •.. •'•''• <   '•',•••   ''•;   •   '
'•^fti^im^^r^jMA^ f'^^-'^g^s^^'^. :To%&^ • _ jj<jjj:.$$j^
